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Courtesy of Mark Lackley

“Every table tests our brains, our craftsmanship, and our experience. It's invigorating.”

n his shop along the Ottauquechee River, Lackley, forty-two,

combines centuries-old handcrafting techniques with cutting-

edge technology to custom design luxury poker tables for
clients around the world. His tables range in style from sleek,
metallic, and modernist to Gothic-inspired designs with heavy
Sase columns and rich wood tones.

Affable and articulate, Lackley said, “If you go to Vegas and
sit at a typical poker table, it will be a cheaply-made, dirty thing
that has drinks spilled on it and cigarettes left on it.”

In contrast, Lackley’s tables are crafted with the finest raw
materials — walnut from Pennsylvania, rosewood from Africa,
maple, mahogany, cherry, and poplar woods. He also designs
with stainless steel and brass. His tables typically feature inlays
of complex hand-crafted designs with exotic veneers (sheets of
wood the -thickness of ten sheets of paper), such as birdseye
2nd tiger maple, Turkish walnut burl, and amboyna from South-
cast Asia, as well as mother of pearl, the iridescent inner shells
of abalone.

While all of his tables are detailed by hand, Lackley makes
2ood use of computer-driven, state-of-the-art cutting and drilling
t=chnology, guided by three-dimensional AutoCAD software
Zrawings. One of his computerized machines, for example, that
occupies an eight-foot area in his shop, changes its cutting tools
zutomatically, and cuts and drills designs to an accuracy of a
sundredth of an inch.
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The price tag for a Lackley poker table? From $15,000 to
$40,000 and up, depending on the materials and design. Tag on
another $15,000 if you want to include an automatic shuffler.

According to Lackley, his typical customer is a successful
businessman. “He's usually the CEO,” Lackley said, “and he’s
reached the point in his life where he's splurging on a nice
gift to himself. He wants a unique table that excites _ .
him aesthetically, but is also fully functional as 7
a poker table and often a dining table.” To
accommodate these buyers, Lackley has
created ten-foot long Texas Hold ‘Em
racetrack style designs in which the
billiard felt tabletops are removable,
as are the drink and chip trays.

A native of Atlanta, Ga., Lack-
ley became interested in furniture
design as a kid, “ever since I no-
ticed the details of the ball and
claw feet of a table in my par-
ents’ house.” He would look at
books on Chippendale and Hep-
plewhite furniture, Arts and
Crafts, and Biedermeier styles, but
never whittled a stick or took a
woodworking class until his late
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